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Salin Eaﬁels and a bowtie for a
19805 launge lzard feel.

The Benny Goodman and the
leader of the big band leok.

By Jason Sheftelt
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The Officer Valet &
with a satin-striped vest,
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for the younger figure.
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The theater usher for
the sieek at keast.
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The family who has outfitted NYC’s most prestigious doormen for 115 years
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Stuart Busch, daughter Tennifer and sister Serafie run the shop at & Buss, New York
City's oidest uniform company; it was founded by Busch’s grandfather in 1892,

man uriform we've ever made.”

0 X hen children first see New York,
¥ they're shell-shocked by the mam-
\\O; moth bulldings fining Central Park
Y % west, Fifth Ave, and Park fve. It's
their first glimpse of Manhattan real estate,
“Then they see the doorman, an amenity cre-
ated by furn-of-the-century building owners
for wealthy buyers. They see stripes on the
doorman's pants, braids on his jacket sleeve,
and the military dark-brimmed hat. They watch
hirs charge up with whistle in hand to ball a cab.
They see him epening and closing the car door,
2nt marching back to the entrance to another
grand buflding of old Kew York,
Ever since there were doormen in New York,
1, Buss Usiorm Co. hes been hand-tailoring their
outfits. Founded in 1832, the fourth-generation
famdly business is still hard at work designing,
supplying, tailoring and maintaining the outfits
worn by the men who work the entrance and e
evators at New York's top residential bulldings.
“Peopie don't realize that every dosrman
uniform is hand-measured, hand-cut and hand-
sewn to fit the body of those who wear it,” says
Stuart Busch, whose grandfather ke started the
company, selfing woo! blankets to warm the faps
of hiorse and buggy drivers, “At least every door-
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Maybe that's why they've lasted this long.
Out of their £ 24th St shewroom office, b, Buss
orovides and manufactures the outfits for the
doormen of more than 100 busiidings, including the
Dakota, London Terrace, 101 Central Park West,
100 W, 57th st., the Carnegle House ang more
thar 40 Park aad Fifth Ave. bulidings.

s doorman in uniform is a sign of great au-
thority,” says Busch's sister Seralle, who has
handled the business's finances since the late
15505, “Thay are there for security”

Throughout their iong history, |, Buss has out-
fitted the New York Police Depariment, the U.S.




The pHot took was pepular
ia the 1870s,

Postal Service, U.S, Army officers during World
War |, the Metropofitan Opera, Lincoln Genter
and Coca-Cala drivers,

“Up to the late 1968s, every hottiing com-
pany had a unifprm,” says Stuart, who goes
out to hand-measure the uniform retipients
until 11 pam, at night. *They used to come o us
to get mensured, but now it's part of our
service package.”

That service package includes untform design,
sneasurement, hand-sewing, machine fusing, de-
fivery and cleaning. The company rents as well
as sefls thelr uniformss. in the 19505, most build-
Ings provided their doormen with winter and
surnmer suits.

“Now it's more of a rugged fightwelght wool
stretch fabrig for all year round,” says Stuart.
“Styles haven't changed too drastically over the
years, but the fabrics have,”

With the current real estate boom in fult swing,
the elder Busths are aflowing Stuart's daughter
ennifer to Yocus on uniferm design as a com-
pany sefling poink. Recently, the younger Busch
signed oh such new developments as 208 Cham-
bers and Barbizon 63, She also just inked I. Buss
as the outfitters for the Empire State Bullding's
new uniform redesign, with a tie she personaily
designed becoming the signature plece of the
official building suit.

“l ysuaily go and get a feel for a lobhy and
a buitding's vibe,” says Jennifer, an art photog-
rapher as weil as uniform designer. “We create
looks that blend with: a bullding or contrast 3"

According to Jernifer, slesker suit types and
behru Jaciets have become the cholee of new
constniction projects, while oider buildings prefer
traditional fooks, She's euick to point putthe dif-
ference between a bmiform and well-made suit,

The French gendarme adds
a Evropean charm.

“When a fameus faghion designer Is browught
oo design & uniform for a new hotel or buflding,
it's clear they know fashion, but not uniforms,”
she says, “A uniform has to be functional, ot
too flowing or Hghtweight. And It can't cut into
the person o fit too spug.”

The cost canalso be & factor. A custom-made-

to-measure Jacket and trouser combination for

a typical doorman costs up to $350.

“That reafly st much atall for a hanst-cut gar-
ment,” says Stuart, whose daughter poinis outa
custom-made sult &t Brioni can cost up 1o $3,000.
“Competition keeps the price down. Otherwise,
these outfits would cost & fot more™

Maybe that's why doormen always smie. K's
the custom-made sult. Sre, they get perks, too,
—To contact §, Buss Uniforms, call 212-529-4655,
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The military greateost for
the classie doorwan,

Formaiwear for the
subdued effect.

The Victorian coachman '
adds extreme elegance.
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Erle Quinones (above) mans the door at 30 Waterside Playa; Rafael Pajares (far §,
greets people at 14 Horatlo St.; on the job (L) 2t the Waldorf-Asteria Hotel,
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